
I heard that someone actually tried to calculate how 
much it would cost to give the gifts named in the 
classic Christmas song, "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas." The grand total came to about 
$15,000.  

Some items were affordable, like a partridge in a 
pear tree for $34.99. Six turtledoves will run you 
somewhere around $50. Six geese-a-laying will 
cost around $150. 

But the price takes off when you add 11 pipers pip-
ing. That is $1,000 right there. Then there are the 
12 drummers drumming. 
With current union scale 
for musicians, they will 
run you another $1,000. 

The price really soars 
when you get 12 lords-a-
leaping. We are talking 
$3,000 for them. 
Granted, I don't know 
where you would find 
them, but they are very 
expensive. 

Still, the real message of Christmas is not the gifts 
that we give to each other. Rather, it is a reminder 
of the gift that God has given to each of us. It is the 
only gift that truly keeps on giving, so I want to 
point out four things about it. 

First, it is surprising. When Christmas rolls 
around, you often try to figure out if certain people 
have bought that gift you really wanted. Maybe you 
already know what they bought, because they didn't 
hide it very well. Or maybe you uncovered it by 
accident-or maybe not. 

But when the day comes and you open the present, 

you have to pretend you're surprised. Yet all along, 
you knew what it was. 

God's gift to us, however, was a complete surprise. 
It was not expected, and as you examine it more 
carefully, you realize how great a gift it actually 
was. 

Second, God's gift came to us in the humblest of 
wrappings. What would you think if you saw a gift 
under your Christmas tree that was wrapped in 
newspaper and tied up with string? At first, you 
would probably assume that a guy wrapped it. 

But think about God's 
gift to us. Jesus was not 
born in a palace of gold; 
He was born in a stable. 
He was clothed with 
rags. He was laid in a 
feeding trough. 

Yet these things do not, 
in any way, diminish 
the story of Christ's 
birth. If anything, they 

help us realize the great sacrifice God made for us. 
God's gift to humanity, the ultimate gift of eternal 
life through His Son, Jesus Christ, came in the sim-
plest and humblest of wrappings. 

Third, we don't deserve this gift. At Christmas, we 
give gifts to those whom we care about, who have 
been kind to us over the past year, or who have 
given us a gift first. We don't give gifts to the per-
son who has been slandering our name or to the 
angry neighbor who never has a kind word to say. 

Yet God gave us His gift when we were His ene-
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Happy Holidays and Merry 

Christmas.  
 
This article is a reprint of 2008 of 
what I wrote last Christmas. It is 
not that I am too lazy to write 
anything new, it is just I think that 
this article sums it up best when 
thought over. Enjoy. 
 ‘Where is Christmas, it does not 
even snow anymore’ That’s what 
I use to say. 
Every year, well meaning Chris-
tians take offense and umbrage 
that the local government isn’t 
representing Christmas properly. 
Some say stuff like ‘They have 
taken Christ out of Christmas’ or 
t h e  h o l i d a y  h a s  b e e n 
‘commercialized.’ 
Or that Rudolph the red nose rein-
deer or the little drummer boy does-
n’t hold its same appeal as when 
they were growing up. 
Well it may be all true, the mayor 
or city council may very well say 
happy holidays or Happy Kwanzaa 
instead of Merry Christmas. 
Or perhaps they combine it to say 
merry hannukwansachristmas to 
you! 
Maybe Santa is too god-like with 

his all knowing position, deciding 
who to bless or curse, if I am de-
scribing your emotions than I have 
a solution for you. 
Put your own tree up! Some say 
Christmas trees have their ori-
gin part of pagan worship. I say for-
get the humbuggers! 
So what if the school district does-
n’t sing carols with Christ in it any-
more. 
Put your own tree up. It still amazes 
me with an estimated 100 million 

plus born again believers in the 
United States, there are a lot of dark 
streets during the Christmas holi-
days. You would think the whole 
neighborhood was atheist or Satan 
worshippers. 
Nothing festive, no lighting, no 
tree, no music, or Christmas carols. 
No Christmas spirit from the 
church. But you want city hall to 
represent your Christ with authority 
and boldness. After all isn’t that 

where our taxes go. That’s what 
they are for, right ….? 
Get a grip; make your home the 
light house of Christmas. Smile, be 
friendly, put a tree up, (humbug to 
the two foot trees, they should be 
banned). Plan for a Christmas din-
ner, and no, hot dogs don’t 
count.  Put on the radio station that 
plays Christmas songs through-
out.  Every Christmas song doesn’t 
have to be urban praise.  Throw-
back a little …I’m dreaming of a 
White Christmas, The Christmas 
Song,  Jingle Bells, Hark the Her-
ald Angels Sing, Joy to the 
World , It Came upon a Midnight 
Clear….Rent some Christmas 
videos. 
I challenge you to put the Christ 
back in Christmas. Since you 
know the reason for the season is 
Christ. 
Then put your own tree up! 
Have Merry, Merry, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Years, May God bless you and 
yours! 
 

-Sr. Pastor Lincoln Corbin 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS !! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Light Post is now over a year old! The first issue was 
our August/September issue and it had just 6 pages. Since 
then it has more than doubled in pages and tripled readers. 
Thank you to all our readers who continue to support this 
publication with their kinds words and prayers. We the 

staff appreciate you all. Thank You.  
 

Congratulations to Drake and Tonya Corbin on the birth 
of their daughter Dayla Rhianna Corbin. 

 
Congratulations to staff member Atnre Alleyne and his 

wife Tatiana who are expecting their first child . 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Friday December 11th @ 8pm - Friday Night Service. Minister 
Faisal Clelland will be the speaker. 

 
 

Friday December 11th @ 7pm - Bethel Baptist Church presents 
its ninth annual production of the Living Christmas Tree -- 

"Light of the World." Christ came over 2,000 years ago, but his 
birth, death, and resurrection continues to change lives today -- 
around the world and right here in our community. This year's 
program showcases a wide range of musical styles, over 23,000 

lights and 70 plus musicians. 1704 Springdale Rd 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003  

 
Saturday, December 12th @ 10:30 -  TeenSharp will have a 
public session where the teens will talk about what they have 
learned. Also there will be a speaker from Rowan University 

 
Friday December 25th - MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday December 31st @ 9:30pm - New Years Eve Service. 
All are welcome to join us as we praise our way into the new 

year. 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL Marvelous Light 
Church at 856-461-0600 

Upcoming Events                                    News & Tidbits 
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Top U.S. court to hear religious freedom 
case 
The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to 
hear an appeal that sets anti-discrimination 
principles against religious freedom. The 
case is part of a continuing battle by a stu-
dent group, the Christian Legal Society 
(CLS), to defend its rights of religious lib-
erty and freedom of association. 

However, the University of California's 
Hastings College of the Law refuses to 
recognize the CLS because of what it calls 
the group's discriminatory membership 
requirements. 

The CLS says all students are welcome to 
participate in its activities, but leadership 
and voting members must sign a Statement 
of Faith affirming they adhere to tradi-
tional Christian beliefs. 

"CLS interprets the Statement of Faith to 
i n c l u d e 
the belief 
t h a t 
C h r i s -
t i a n s 
s h o u l d 
not en-
gage in 
s e x u a l 
c onduc t 
outside of a marriage between a man and a 
woman," says a press release from the 
CLS. 

In 2004, Hastings withdrew funding and 
recognition of the group because of the 
university's policy stating no recognized 
campus organization may discriminate 
based on "race, colour, religion, national 
origin, ancestry, disability, age, sex or sex-
ual orientation." The case was originally 
won by the school in 2006 in federal court 
and upheld on appeal. The Supreme Court 
will now decide the issue. It is expected to 
hear arguments in March, with a decision 
l ike ly by the end  of June. 
www.nationalpost.com 

Cheers as Christian hotel pair cleared of 
abusing Muslim guest over her hijab 

A Christian couple have been cleared of a 
religious attack on a Muslim guest at their 
hotel. 

Supporters broke into applause yesterday 
as Ben and Sharon Vogelenzang were 
found not guilty of religiously aggravated 
abuse. They had been accused of berating 
white convert Erika Tazi, 60, for her be-
liefs, asking if she was a terrorist and de-
scribing her Islamic dress as a form of 
"bondage". 

Disabled Mrs Tazi, who converted 18 
months ago, said the pair laughed when 
she wore a hijab and Ben, 53, called the 
Prophet a murderer and likened him to 
Saddam Hussein and Hitler. Sharon, 54, 
admitted suggesting the hijab was a form 
of bondage but said Mrs Tazi insulted Je-
sus by calling him a minor prophet. 

Judge Richard Clancy rejected Mrs Tazi's 
claim she was offended by the pair after 
highlighting her own use of language. 
 
www.mirror.co.uk 
 
Obama's latest target: Ousting baby 
Jesus 
The Obama administration sought to ban 
baby Jesus from the executive mansion as 
part of its plans for a "non-religious Christ-
mas," according to a participant at a White 
House luncheon. 

In its Dec. 4 issue, the New York Times 
published an article highlighting accom-
plishments of Desirée Rogers, the new 
White House social secretary. 

Rogers, a woman who markets what she 
refers to as the "Obama brand," is respon-
sible for every event that takes place in the 
White House. 

"Her job is to carry out the vision of the 

president and first lady, and to make their 
social events reflect their sensibilities," the 
Times reported. As part of that mission, a 
participant at a White House luncheon for 
former social secretaries said Rogers an-
nounced that the Obamas were planning a 
"non-religious Christmas." 

The Times called the announcement 
"hardly a surprising idea for an administra-
tion making a special effort to reach out to 
other faiths." 

The luncheon conversation purportedly 
shifted to whether the Obamas planned to 
display the traditional 18th century White 
House crèche. Since 1967, past administra-
tions had featured the nativity scene as a 

centerpiece of the 
East Room. It was 
donated to the 
White House more 
than four decades 
ago and made in 
Naples, Italy, of 
terra cotta and 
carved wood. 

The participant said 
Rogers announced 
the president "did 
not intend to put the 

manger scene on display – a remark that 
drew an audible gasp from the tight-knit 
social secretary sisterhood," the Times 
reported. www.wnd.com 
 
How a Faith-Based Strategy Pushed 
'Blind Side' to No. 1 at Box Office 
 
Not just any movie can unseat "New 
Moon" in its third weekend at the box of-
fice. So when "The Blind Side," also in its 
third weekend, usurped the tween vampire 
blockbuster on Sunday by grossing $20.4 
million to the "Twilight" sequel's $15.7 
million, more than a few eyebrows in Hol-
lywood were raised. 

But then again, most movies don't have the 
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unexpectedly foolproof movie-marketing 
formula of Sandra Bullock, a true sports 
story and movie-going Christians. 

If that latter nugget of news was in your 
blind side, you're not alone. Warner Bros. 
and the movie's production partners at Al-
con Entertainment have been quietly 
reaching out to the Christian community in 
a big way through their work with Grace 
Hill Media, a movie-marketing firm geared 
toward the churchgoing 
crowd. 

"When you open on 
Nov. 20 and you're 
opening against the 
sequel to 'Twilight,' and 
you know that the 
'Twilight ' opening 
weekend did $69 mil-
lion and 'New Moon' 
should do better, one of 
the things that crosses 
your mind is, 'Who isn't 
going to go to 
"Twilight"?'" said Rich-
ard Ingber, president of worldwide market-
ing at Alcon Entertainment. "I don't know 
that much about the 'New Moon' audience, 
but I would imagine there's a lot of faith-
based people not into 'New Moon' and 
vampires who might be into 'The Blind 
Side.'" 

Enter Grace Hill Media. Led by Jonathan 
Bock, a Warner Bros. publicity veteran 
who worked on Christian-friendly films 
such as "The Green Mile" and "My Dog 
Skip," the company has helped market 
some 285 movies to the Christian circuit 
since 2000 through its database of 155,000 
ministry professionals and more than 1 
million consumers. When a movie with 
religious or spiritual themes is about to hit 
the marketplace, studios often tap Grace 
Hill to connect the film's message with its 
network of Christian media outlets or its 
highly valuable online community of min-
istry professionals who use relevant clips 

from new movies to give a pop-culture 
focus to their video-enabled Sunday ser-
mons.  http://adage.com 
 
New Jersey Nears Vote on Letting Gays 
Marry 
A petition in New Jersey signed by more 
than 2,300 Democratic officials, advocates 
and residents has helped sway members of 
the State Senate Judiciary Committee to 
call for a vote on a bill to legalize same-
sex marriage. 

But the bill has a long way to go, 
and recent votes against same-sex 
marriage in a Maine referendum 
and in the New York State Senate 
led opponents of the New Jersey 
measure to say that the political 
tide had turned against it. 

Still, Senator Raymond J. Lesniak, 
a Democrat from Union County, 
said the petition, initiated by a 
small group of New Jersey Democ-
r a t s ,  p r od uced  a  s t r o ng 
“momentum change” for the bill 

after it had appeared to be stalled in recent 
weeks. Many prominent officials signed 
the petition, including Mayor Cory A. 
Booker of Newark; Ronald K. Chen, the 
state’s public advocate; and J. Frank Vespa
-Papaleo, senior counsel to the New Jersey 
public advocate. www.nytimes.com 
 
Teachers forced to 'hide in closets' to 
pray 
Florida school teachers say they are being 
forced to hide in closets to pray after a 
controversial court ruling. Under an order 
crafted by the ACLU, school employees in 
Santa Rosa School District must act in an 
"official capacity" whenever they are at a 
"school event" – including breaks, after-
school events on or off campus and private 
events held on campus. 

Liberty Counsel, a nonprofit law firm, 
alongside Christian Educators Association 
International, is seeking to overturn the 

court order, which has resulted in three 
school officials being charged with con-
tempt. 

According to the group, school officials 
are strictly prohibited from showing agree-
ment with anyone "communicating with a 
deity," such as "bowing the head" or 
"folding hands." "School officials" must 
also prohibit "third-parties" from praying, 
Liberty Counsel said. 

During testimony that ended last week, 
Christian employees said the order has 
literally driven them to hide in closets to 
pray to avoid contempt charges. 

As WND reported, Michelle Winkler, a 
clerical assistant, earlier faced contempt 
charges after her husband read a prayer at 
a private banquet held at a Naval base to 
honor non-instructional school district em-
ployees. The judge eventually found that 
Winkler's husband's prayer at a voluntary 
gathering outside of school did not violate 
any court order. 

During her recent testimony, Winkler 
broke down on 
the witness 
stand as she 
told a story 
about how her 
c o w o r k e r 
sought com-
fort from her 
after losing 
her 2-year-old 
child. The two 
hid behind a 
closet door to 
pray, for fear 

they would be seen and held in contempt 
of the court order. www.wnd.com 
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Rejoice!  
 
“Rejoice” is a command the Apostle 
Paul frequently used in his writings. It 
means to be pleased about or an expres-
sion of joy in what Jesus Christ has 
done. The word rejoice also implies a 
delight and a celebration of praise. In 
Philippians chapter 4, Paul writes in his 
letter to all the believers in Christ at 
Philippi saying to preserve themselves 
in Christ, by not allowing anything to 
disrupt their Christian walk. He also 
tells them to live in harmony with fel-
low believers be-
cause their names 
are written down 
in book of 
life.  Paul com-
mands us to re-
joice in the Lord 
always. 
To allow our-
selves to walk in 
this realm of re-
joicing forever-
more is a call to faith. Because we as 
Christians must trust that, our lives and 
every situation are in the hands of a 
sovereign, loving God. In addition, the 
call to faith helps develop our walk with 
God and defines our character. It calls 
us to display joy, peace and happiness. 
However, our humanity feels the pains 
and effect of our trials and sufferings. 
Paul encourages believers in spite of all 
sorrows and circumstances to rejoice. In 
Philippians 4:6-7 he writes to be at 
peace with one another, which allow us 
to live in harmony. In addition, Paul 
writes to Phillip to be anxious for noth-
ing; but in everything by prayer, suppli-

cation and thanksgiving to God. This 
simply means not to worry about any-
thing. The solution is to be prayerful 
accompanied with thanks, with satisfac-
tion in God’s gracious provision. Psalm 
16:11 reads “Thou will show me the 
path of life: in thy presence is fullness 
of joy; at thy right hand, there are pleas-
ures for evermore.” 
Let us be pleased about the season of 
Christmas. Let us preserve ourselves in 
the Lord in prayer. Let us not allow this 
economy to disrupt our walk with Jesus 
Christ. Let us celebrate His birth with 

praise, honor 
and glory. Let 
us speak faith 
and not frustra-
tion. Let us 
walk in har-
mony and vic-
tory in faith. 
Let us rejoice 
in hope, know-
ing all things 
work together 
for the good of 

them that love the Lord. Let us shout 
for joy. Rejoice! In the good news. Re-
joice! He is risen. Let us rejoice! He is 
holy, just, and faithful.  Rejoice! In His 
splendor, and glory. Rejoice! God and 
sinner’s reconcile.  Joy to the world the 
Lord has come. Rejoice in the Lord al-
ways and again I say, Rejoice! 
 

-Pastor Leasa Corbin 

Marvelous Light Church—Sr. Pastor Lincoln Corbin, Pastor Leasa Corbin 

Look Up and Live 

Pastor Leasa Corbin 

 

“Let us rejoice 
in hope, know-
ing all things 
work together 
for the good of 
them that love 
the Lord.”  
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The Greatest Gift of All continued.. 

mies. He didn't give this gift to us because we deserved it. In fact, 
it was just the opposite. The Bible tells us, "But God demon-
strates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8 NKJV). 

Fourth, the gift tells us something about the giver. When you 
want to give someone a gift, you start thinking about it ahead of 
time. Hopefully, you try to find what that person wants or needs. 

When God decided to give us the gift of eternal life, it wasn't 
something that He just thought of on the fly. Long before there 
was a town called Bethlehem, a garden called Eden, and a planet 
called Earth, a decision was made in eternity that God would 
send forth His Son, born of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem those that are under the law. 

The Bible says that He was slain from the foundation of the 

world (Rev. 13:8). Make no mistake about it: this gift that God 
has given to us was the most sacrificial thing He possibly could 
have offered. 

So Christmas isn't about those gifts that you have your tree right 
now. All of those things will be gone one day. All that will be left 
after this life is the human soul, and that will live forever. We 
will put so much stock in what we have, but this is all going to 
pass away. 

Life is about what happens beyond the grave. Life is about know-
ing the God who made you and who gave you the greatest gift 
you will ever receive. 
 
-Greg Laurie 
A New Beginning 
www.crosswalk.com 

There are many great things about Christmas, but the cost of 
"doing it right" isn't one of them. The sentiment associated with 
celebrating and gift-giving with family and friends is enough to 
derail even the most well-intentioned budgeteer. To help you 
more fully appreciate the cost of all your gift-giving, let me pose 
this question: How many days will you have to work in order to 
pay for your Christmas generosity? How many days of your hard-
earned income will you spend that could otherwise be used to pay 
off long-standing consumer debt or added to your emergency 
savings? Here's how to find out. 
The table below assumes you work a seven-hour day, and that 

standard social security withholdings, state taxes of 6%, and fed-
eral taxes of 25% apply. Estimate how much money you'll be 
spending on Christmas this year (don't forget the cards, wrap, 
greenery, lights, and decorations as well as the gifts). Then move 
down to the row that most closely reflects your hourly wage. 
You'll learn the approximate number of days needed on the job to 
pay for your gift-giving. (And this assumes you pay your bills on 
time and incur no credit card interest expense along the way!) For 
example, if you earn $12 an hour and your family spends $800 
for Christmas, you'll need to work 15.5 days to get that $800 
back. That's more than three weeks! 

Managing the Cost of Christmas Present by Andrew Pryor of Sound Mind Investing 
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Cooking with the sisters is our monthly recipe column from the sisters at Marvelous Light made famous by 
their tasty dishes! 

Cooking With the Sisters 

Kendra Hall & Shaniqua Leggett 

Pumpkin Bread  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Try something new this holiday season and make a loaf of pumpkin bread.  It calls for one cup of pumpkin, I used 
canned pumpkin and it came out great.  This pumpkin bread is great served warm with a little bit of butter and a warm 
cup of coffee or tea.  Try it with whipped cream for a sweeter treat.  This recipe is quick and easy, a wonderful treat in 

no time. 
Ingredients: 
• 1 1/2 cups all purpose flour 
• 1/2 tsp. salt 
• 1 cup sugar 
• 1 tsp. baking soda 
• 1 cup pumpkin puree 
• 1/2 cup vegetable oil 
• 2 whole eggs 
• 1/4 cup water 
• 1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
• 1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
• 1/2 tsp. allspice 
• 1/2 cup chopped pecans or walnuts 
Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). 
2. Sift together the flour, salt, sugar, and baking soda. 
3. Mix the pumpkin, oil, eggs, 1/4 cup of water, and spices together, 
4. Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients, mixing until just combined.  Do not over mix. 
5. Fold in the nuts. 
6. Pour the batter into a buttered 9x5x3 inch loaf pan. 
7. Bake 50-60 minutes, until a toothpick poked in the very center of the loaf comes out clean. 
8. Let rest for two or three minutes, then turn out of the pan onto a cooling rack. 
 

ENJOY!!!!! 
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Healthy Choices 101  

Overeating during the holidays is a 
common practice we're all too fa-
miliar with. Thanksgiving is the 
unofficial beginning of a 5-week 
holiday season whose hallmark is 
merry-making, usually involving 
large quantities of food and 
drink.  The end of the season, how-
ever, often culminates in regret and 
recriminations for having eaten all 
that we did-and putting on often 
unhealthy and unwanted 
pounds.  We then try to deal with 
this (often unsuccessfully) with 
ambitious or unrealistic New Year's 

Resolutions, which generally have a shelf life shorter than the 
holiday season that got us there. 

A major myth related to holiday weight gain has been busted just 
in time for this year's holiday season: most people don't gain the 
3-7 pounds we previously thought.  Researchers at the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) actually tracked 200 men and women 
from late September through early March and found that the av-
erage study subject gained only 0.8 pounds during the holi-
days.  Interestingly, those who said they were "on a diet" gained 
just as much as those who weren't.  This "gain", however, refers 
to weight that was still there in March, not the number that ap-
peared on the scale the morning of Jan. 2. 

1. Rome wasn't built in a day; neither were your thighs.  Don't 
blame a long-term problem on a one-day Thanksgiving binge; 
don't expect to correct previous problems in a day (or a week, or 
even a month) either.  Don't start a five week "I've got to fit into 
that outfit by New Year's Eve" crash diet the day after Thanks-
giving either; it won't suit you for the long term and may serve to 
make this millennial holiday season unduly stressful.  In addition, 
"crash diet" approaches (such as skipping breakfast or fasting for 
a day before the feast) generally backfire, causing you to defeat 
your purpose entirely. 

2. Turkey is actually quite lean and healthy 
(especially the white meat): it is the skin and the 
trimming that will get you.  Send the gravy boat 
sailing elsewhere and pass on the butter.  Make 
simple and relatively easy choices with big pay-
offs.  Load up on other healthy and relatively 

low fat side dishes: the salads, corn-on-the-cob, squash family, 
and mashed potatoes (made with skim milk and butter-
substitutes).  Consider low-fat ingredients to benefit everyone if 
you are preparing the holiday fare; also consider healthful food 
substitutes for traditional ingredients.  You don't have to go as far 
as buying a prepared tofu-made look-alike turkey (although this 
may be a fun option for vegetarians), but you may want to con-
sider a soy-based eggnog recipe, for example. 

3.There's no reason that you have to skip dessert; you just don't 
have to eat full-servings of each choice.  Similarly, just because 
your friends or loved ones gave you a beautiful box of Godiva 
chocolates doesn't mean you have to eat them all at once- or eat 
them at all, for that matter.  I recommend asking yourself if you 
really want these food-related gifts before you open them.  While 
they're generally not returnable, they are recyclable: these make 
great gifts for local charitable gift drives.  If you generally give 
these sorts of gifts, consider fruit baskets instead. 
 
4. Post Thanksgiving shopping has become nearly as much a part 
of our holiday tradition as the turkey itself.  While mall walking 
is generally great exercise-especially when carrying lots of pack-
ages (or a small child)-the healthiest walk you take may be the 
one that bypasses the food court.  Generally, you're much better 
off going home to eat Thanksgiving leftovers.  If you do stop for 
fast food at the mall, try to skip the greasy burgers and fries or 
high fat smoothies in favor of one of the more healthful, low-fat 
alternatives.  And if you're really stopping just to rest your feet, 
don't feel obligated to eat.  A bottle of water will go a long way 
towards refreshing you.  

Healthy Weight Management Tips For The Holidays  

Dr. Donnica   www.drdonnica.com 
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Are You In Need of a Revival?   
 

 It is amazing to see that for some, when 
we first accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior 
that we were so on fire and so excited 
about everything concerning the ministry. 
One could not wait to spread the gospel to 
their friends, family member, co-workers 
and every person that they encountered on 
the street. Coming to church was more 
than a labor of love but a reasonable ser-
vice; it is what we should be doing and we 
would do it with more than a smile but a 
pure heart. We purposed to ourselves to 
show up even if no one else did. Whatever 
we did, we did until it reached the level of 
excellence. . . at least in our mind. 
We placed our hands (plural) to every 
good work, and not even sickness 
could stop us from being in the place 
where God’s spirit dwelt. Come on. . 
. we all remember the days when we 
tore up the wooden pews with a shout 
so violent that the enemy became 
confounded. Or even the days when 
you could not hold someone back 
from testifying of all the new things 
that God had done in their lives, just 
as he had promised. Better yet the 
days when the power of prophesy 
swept through the building whether it 
was blessing or rebuke, we stood in 
reverence of a holy God. What hap-
pened? 
 
We seem to be in the days when shouting 
has become a thing of the past and testimo-
nies are hard to come by. It becomes diffi-
cult to worship because we are so dis-
tracted by everything else going on around 
us. Or maybe we have just been spoon fed 
the word so long that we lost any desire 
search it out for ourselves. When did com-
ing to church become routine and even 
taboo. Sin lies in the walls of the church 
but, we are so preoccupied by our own 
issues that we become blinded to it. We 

begin to adopt a religious spirit but never 
really desire to see the power of God 
move. We become human robots in the 
kingdom. We are preprogrammed week 
after week.  For us, the things of God have 
become just a routine. We pray, sing, say 
an occasional Amen, pay our offerings and 
then go home. We, the body of Christ, get 
trapped into this vicious cycle Sunday after 
Sunday, or even season after season. 
 
God is not a God of standstill or a God of 
routine. Though we forget who we serve at 
times, God still demands our best. We 
stand in need of Revival as Pastor Corbin 
preached, and not just in our local assem-
blies, but worldwide. In searching for what 

the word revival meant, I stumbled upon 
this: revival is an instance of returning to 
life or consciousness; restoration of vigor 
or vitality. Some of us need a fresh breath 
and a fresh wind. Some of us need to speak 
in tongues like the days of old. Some of us 
need to touch and agree knowing that thing 
shall and will be done. Some of us need to 
shake the dust off of our minds and wake 
up out of slumber. The question that Pastor 
Corbin posed to us in the sermon “We 
Need Revival” was one of great impor-
tance. . . Where are you? Where is our 

mind? Where 
is our loy-
alty? Where 
is our dedica-
tion? Where 
is our focus? 
Where is our 
worship? 
Where is our talent? Where is our prayer? 
Where is our commitment? Where are we 
in this season of life? Because if we in fact 
do not know where we stand, then we 
could and might very well be headed down 
the road for destruction. 
 
Pastor Corbin articulately illustrated eight 
principles or eight places where we could 

find ourselves. Are we in bondage? 
We shouldn’t be because Christ deliv-
ered us from bondage to a spiritual 
faith. If we are in bondage then maybe 
the enemy has bewitched us. Christ 
came to set the captive free, for there 
is neither Jew nor Gentile. Are we 
exhibiting spiritual faith? Are we 
waging war with the wrong weapons? 
The just shall live by faith and not be 
sight. We are faith walking, faith talk-
ing believers. Everywhere we go we 
speak words of life and we plant seeds 
of faith, because without it it is impos-
sible to please God. Do we find our-
selves exhibiting great courage? Some 
of us need to recall how God delivered 
our souls from an eternity marked for 

destruction, and then maybe we will real-
ize that in him there is no weakness. We 
need to return to the days when we spoke 
things into the atmosphere and then waited 
for them to manifest despite what it looked 
like. 
 
Are we living free in Christ Jesus? Not 
partially free but experiencing this freedom 
daily.  This freedom is a choice given by 
God.  
 
 Continued pg 13 

Light Bites 
Deaconess Brandie Wooding  
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Light Bites continued 
We can choose to live a holy life and reap 
the benefits or we can choose to stay in sin 
and reap a hellish harvest. God has given 
us this option. Are we living in abun-
dance? Not just a financial breakthrough or 
the newest model Lexus, but abundance in 
the spirit. For the word of God says he has 
‘blessed you with all spiritual blessings”, 
and these blessings will outlive the gratifi-
cation of a house, a car, and a job. Do you 
have peace in the middle of a storm, or joy 
in the most devastating time in your life? If 
you do not then you are not living in abun-
dance.   
      The first five principles bondage, spiri-
tual faith, great courage, liberty, and abun-
dance may be the area where you have 
found that you are struggling. God is able 
to strengthen you in each area. Now if you 
find yourself in the next three categories 

then you are headed for destruction and 
need God to revive you. Are you selfish? It 
may be a hard question to ask yourself but 
are you? Has your service to the Lord 
dwindled since you first accepted Christ? 
Are we faithful in what we set out to do? If 
not maybe we have entered into the begin-
ning stages of being selfish. Along with 
selfishness is pride, arrogance, a self-
absorbed and a haughty spirit.  
      Are we complacent? Have we become 
too relaxed when it comes to witnessing or 
putting a hand to the things of God? Are 
we fat and satisfied with our blessing and 
refusing to move? Have we become lazy? 
Proverbs states that as the hinge turns upon 
the door so does a lazy man in his bed. Are 
we too lazy to bring someone to the house 
of God?  
      Are we apathetic? Is it that we just do 

not care? We could care less when the man 
of God speaks, it just Pastor talking. If we 
find ourselves in any one of these states we 
must pray to get out. We can never take for 
granted what God has done in our lives. 
Brother and sisters if you are in need of 
revival pray and ask God to revive your 
spirit man. Do not settle by living a boring 
and mundane life. Believe God for the 
impossible, experience all that he has for 
you, and keep fighting with all diligence. 
Hats off to Pastor Lincoln Corbin for 
preaching an inspiring and on time mes-
sage concerning where the Body of Christ 
ought not to be. I know that was truly 
blessed and convicted by this message.  
 
-Deaconess Brandie Wooding 

1  White Christmas ... Bing Crosby 
2  The Chipmunk Song …. The Chipmunks 
3  Rudolph, The Red Nosed Reindeer…..  Gene Autry 
4  I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus …. Jimmy Boyd 
5  Jingle Bell Rock ... Bobby Helms 
6  The Christmas Song …. Nat King Cole 
7  Snoopy's Christmas…...  The Royal Guardsmen 
8  Here Comes Santa Claus ….. Gene Autry 
9  Little Drummer Boy…..  Harry Simeone Chorale 
10  Donde Esta Santa Claus …..  Augie Rios 
11  Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree …. Brenda Lee 
12  You're All I Want For Christmas .. Brook Benton 
13  Baby's First Christmas .. Connie Francis 
14  Santa Claus Is Coming To Town .. Bruce Springsteen 
15  Home For The Holidays ... Perry Como 

Top 15 Christmas Songs of All Time 
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